CAUSES  OF  THE   KlPAL   WAR*           73

The inquiry was extended to both estates, in
consequence of the court at Katmandoo not
having closed with either of our offers to resign
the latter conditionally.

The result of the investigation established the
facts above related, in regard to Bootwul, beyond
the possibility of doubt. Sheeoraj was proved to
have been seized by the Goorkhas sixteen years be-
fore the cession of Gourukpoor to us; and great
importance was attached by them to some per-
wanas, or written orders, addressed by British
commanders to the Goorkha Sooba, at the time
of Vizeer Ulee's flight from Bunarus to the Tu-
raee, after the murder of Mr. Cherry, in 1798.
They argued that the demand then made of aid
for that delinquent's apprehension, implied an
acknowledgment of right to the territory within
which the exertion was called for. The docu-
ments were certainly evidence to the power #nd
, possession of the Goorkhas; two points which
were not denied; but for ten of the sixteen years
they had held Sheeoraj, the revenue had been
accounted for to the Amils of the Nuwab Vizeer's
government, while the origin of the Goorkha
title was clearly traced to open usurpation*

The investigation having been brought to
this issue, Major Bradshaw was instructed to
demand the evacuation both of Bootwul and
Sheeoraj. The Goorkha Commissioners declared